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INTRODUCTION s 


A group of 162 community lenders were intensively questioned 
about their political orientation. These people lived in villa- 
ges and cities throughout the Americnn Zone, Their replies to 
the questioning can be said to represent attitudes of an alert 
and sophisticated but small segnent of the population. The 
influence on the New Germany of this portion of the pgpulation 
“is, however, probab!y magnified by the positions held within 
the communities. Since nany of those interviewed were political 


leaders their interest in politics os a livelihood goes without 
sayings | 
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I. Are you personally interested in politics or would you’. chee 
prefer to lenve it to others?. pata i nASy 


The overwhelming najority professes to have a personal 
interest in politics. The fact that the majority.interviewed 


“were over 50, and most of them of the higher and nore established 


social groups, should explain-..the great proportion of conserva-= 


‘tive views expressed. - Furthernore, it is difficult to avoid 


the impression that’a great many. people answered what they <6 
thought: was expected from then. Their answers-(e.g. "to vote 
is a democratic obligation of each citizen") often are repro- 
ductions.of the standard phrases of editorials in current 
German newspapers. A surprising nuwnaber of replies imply that 
political interest is an obligation to regain national ."honor", 
An equal number of people talk about democracy as an.opportunist 
bridge toward equality with other nations. Nearly ail commerce 
ially engaged people argue that their political interests would 
further Germany's econonic recovery and foster international 
trade relations. It is remarkable that even those who admit the. 
need for democratic methdds and democracy in Dee et regard it 
voting without — 
any reference or indication of their appreciation of democratic 
social attitudes or democracy's organio functioning within a 
conmunity. The domiriant inpression; however; is.a general : 
disillusionment with party politics. Lven people who recogniae 
the need for political interest, for whutever reasons, definite~ 
ly refuse any dealings with any TFarty. Some even state that the 
Parties displayed such selfish attitudes prior to 1933 that they_ 
cannot be trusted now. A few denand the curtailment of the 
nunber of political parties. 


The opinion of a 64 year old Regonsburg businessman, is 
typical of the prevalent suspicion of "politicians": "I don't 


‘. want to have anything to do with politics....a‘politician, even 


if he is an educated and experienced man, oan fall from any 
height to any depth..e,the man with an economnilo profession .. 
stands on solid: basis....the mun who, besides his profeacion, 
‘bugles himoolf with’ politios ia findiuhodessseets An ox=PG, 37 
yours old, businessman, dvolures that hoe "will nevor ontor any 
political partyee.e»-:politionlly notive ehould bo the people 
who regard it os. their main oooupnation and dorive ‘their living 
from itessee". ASL your old busineosswinin gives tn aven -' 
briefer formulation! of the opportunist attitude: "Yes, becnuse 
now-it is a German .duty to reheat in the reconstruction , 
of Germany." The 57 year old Catholic Mayor of Ingolstadt, 
acclares that he “will remain without a Party. If absolutely 


‘ necessary) in an energency, I would underwrite the SPD, as 


this Party has long fought against nilitarism...". An ex-PG, 
62 year old businessnan's views are typical of the prevalent 
inconsistent way of thinking on this question: "In no way am 

I interested, in politics.....neither was I interested earlier, 
ana even less nowe--eFolitics don't suit me....f an interested 
in econonic mattersSe.ee.es.". Another variation of the sane 
inconsisten attitude is that of o 42 year old professional 

an fron Munich: "Personally I am very interested in polities 
but I don't feel inclined to enter any political Party. Through 
ny participation in the electiona I dischnrged ny duties and as 
a Doctor I want to keep above Party politics......Still, 
anatually, I wouldn't just Ok it if in the future sone Party 
inuld try to seize full power ngaine....'6 


fin. ‘That, in your opinion, is fundanentai in the denocratic 


“orn of State? .. ; 


3 | - one tg Lich 

ost people answered the question fron ® "olassical" point: 
view, giving definitions. These theoretical answers were 
Cucvaeberistically mixed with each individual's particular » 


a 
‘o.rsonal preferences, probably indicautive’of his most. pressing 
Aw 


nue@ daring the last 13 years. ‘Thus, sinple replies ¢ like 
tha + ‘Z n) ia . 5; . 4 ' 4 ‘ . 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/specialpoliticalOOunse 
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"freodon of thought", "freedon:of speeoh", "freo expression of 
one's views", "elections", == often oxpressed in only one or h 
two sentences -- are the'most frequent. There is surprisingly 
Little comment on, whnt one nay call, applied interpretation of 
the democratic state-machinery, discussing difficulties and pre» 
conditions as they arise in current everyduy life. Most of 
these short replies are either Poplars eeea: repetitions of 
' phrases, or are suggestive of desired abstract principles, the 
technical workings or real contents of which do not seem to be 
well understood by the respondent. a 


A 49 year old fnrmer, with a weekly inoome of RM 30.—- gives 
2 one sentence onswer: "Treedom of expression and free trade." . 
A 35 yenr old professional man, recent Pv, states: "Dvary man 
needs individual froodon in his personal fifo. It is, however, 
his per townrd ‘the State in whith he lives, to put all his | 
onpnoitios at the disposanl of that State". A 39 yenr ald woman 
s00s the essentials in mere uvoidanoes:s "The fundnmentnl in a 
donoorntio state=fornm is that no diotators nro introduced an 
ohildren will be brought up freolyesecree's . 


Of the 162 replios,:” large proportion mentions equality . 
as a fundemental requirenent, but only 2 specify racial equality 
anong others naried. . ae Be yd 


Three respondents devoted some attention to not nerely 
structurgl requirenents of denocracy. A 49 year old Regensburg 
free-thinker says: "Ready participation of all in political 
activities and, especially, the abolition of property disorini~ 
notion. Therefore, it is false to speak of a denocratic forn 
of state which crentes only formal denoeracy and in which the 
citizen with greater cupital neans, can distort its meaning." 

A middle-aged Ingolstadt writer maintained that "the fundanental 
thing in the democratic state-formn is not the formal function 
of partios, cleotions and representations, but the epliltt 
uninating. all o¥ then. ‘The’ Weintir. Republie provided all the 
possibility to practice these fornal democratic rights. It was 
ruined beonuse it lnekod the right apirltecccso%. Pollowing a 
sinilar argunent by a 59 yonr old businessman, ho conoludess 
"The forn of state nust be able to plant the spjrit of justice 
_in the soul of the people. It nust create laws which lend 
benring and custon to the oitizen to become a worthy moygbeor of 
the nautione" | ea ? . : 


IIb. Is it poasible to establish in Gernany, a denooracy based 
on the principles of the western donoerntic state-forns? 
Why not, if not? What modifications would you suggest? 


Sixty-nine of the respondents replied with a definite ob i 
qualified YES, ond 55 with a definite or qualified NO. Only 
38 of the 162 respondents were unoertain ond avoided a definite 
answere “aS ct: 


Sinilarly to the previous questions, the dominating fear is 
the possibility of nany Parties "Like before 1933". Most people 
-geem to believe that a democratic system would lead to the 
‘splitting of parties and the energence of snill splinter-groupse 
_ There are nunerous suggestions-that the nunbdr of political 
parties should be linited. Most people favor a two-party systen 
though some of then would allow foure . Fairly frequent is the 
suggestion of three parties: left (visunlizing the unity of SPD 
ani WED), eanter and right. All enphasize the inperntive need 
tor political. unity during the period of reognstruetion. One 
20 year old ex-PG, wonan shooleteacher -=.who ndnits that she 
has never experienced a denocracy snd does not, know much about 
it « thinks that, even if denogracy is the aAjn, for the tine 
boung a "nild degree! of dictatorghip is unavoidable, <A great 
uunbor of respondents think thot the-~Veinar Gonstitution was: 
ag3entially oorreot and its failure was duo to the inadequacy of 
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. ats leaders, the unscrupulous nature of the reactionary oppo- ~ 
' gition and to the proportional representation systen whioh : 
‘lead to the splinter~parties. 


There is a large proportion of angloephilia noticeable. 


At least half df those who answered in the affirmative, -7° ''s: 


mentioned the British and ‘their, constitution as the ¢xanple. 
to foklow.e: Many of them qualify, however, “without, Monarch. 
and with 4 President instead". The .convigtion that: the 


British party-systen and political practices work.woll ard are: - 


satisfac ory is surprisingly widespread and uniforn. 

substantially smaller proportion suggests the Anericin Cons= | 

titution, especially its federal aspect, as worthy of copying. 
A noticeable minority nentions Switzerland as the desireable 

‘' example, though alnost always in connection with "neutrality". 


A, 37 year cold, Narburg nan, of neadenie profession, 
says: "It will be difficult to establish Democracy in Gernany 
cn the lines of the western states. Dernooracy does not arise. 
fron nothing; fron the BOTAN EAe Ss into which Nazisn has. 
pushed Germanys For 1 transition period, at lenst,.certain 
denoeratic privileges would huve to be curtailed for the sake 
of democracy itself. Those who cry for radical denocracy 
today, are usually reckless reaotionnaires who want to exploit 
the freedom or are deternined to divert attention fron their 
own political past." r go ia one 
III. Do you think that: M.G. could order or undertake sone= 

thing to help the building of a denocratic forn of 
state in Gernany? Bd ne 


i 


3 


Typical of the, ideologienl confusion is that nost of the 


replies are mere statenents of individual needs or desirable 
“means, without exception identified with denocraeye. © eu 


The most frequent demand is for the unifiention of 
Gemany and the immediate abolition of the Zono systen. One 
respondent ee’ states that the Zonal arrangenent "nust | 
eenge", Pnorallel with this, with equal intensity, is 
donunded the. roestablishnont of German econonia prosperity. 
Many respondents regard this; more or less, as an obligation 
or duty of the Military Governfient. Many nore, howeverj in 
more reasoned statenents,. say that no denoeratic developnent 
ean be expected until, at least, a reasonable nininun of 
econonic standards are reestablished. Sone think that the 
“industrial skill and cultural standing of Germany justifies 
a standard of living, corresponding to the other Duropean 
nations". In the sane eutegory falls the daumand ef those who 
would like to see unenploynent elininated as it nay breed 
- "new Hitlers", ; 


Denazifieration is the second nost frequent topic. While 
a few denand "the merciless conpletion of the denazification 
progran", the overwhelning nujority pleads fer a nore hunane 
execution of it. Most of the respondents plead for a differ- 
entiation between the hermful end crininal type of Nazis, and: 
those who joined the Party in the. best of faith believing 
the idealistic pronouncenents. A 69 year old educational - 
lnader argues that the US esneeption of denazification is mis~ 
taken as those who joined the Party after 1937 sre really 
more guilty because "by .then it waspossible to sce the original 
yhras33 were only used to canouflage their real intentions", 
SJuveras. people,insist that denazification should be turned 
ever to Germans. because they alone are intinate with Local 
eouditionse (The survey was conducted at the end of Fabruary 
oetoer: the issuing of the new denazification law in the US 
wcne,) Together with this denand goss the frequent opinion 
vket the real and preven anti-lJuzi should be given more saope 
“nd used by I.G. as their relinble allies, thereby intreduce 
ing, at least; one strata. ef Gernans into power and authority. 
they usk for the support of the denocratic feress.and | 
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suppression of anti~democratic elements. A great number ef 

respondents express disapproval of the admissiutn of the Bavarian 

Royalist Party. | | 4 
A sizeable group regrets that no youth-policy exists, 

They think that the nost potential element in Gernany, yeuth, 

‘are forced to drift. and, in many cases, quite unjustly are 

branded and excluded from constructive work. a ie 


fwo respondents, both cf then of the more educated grup, 
expressed the hope that no further "national humiliation" and 
perpetual talking about "the sins of the past" will be conti- 
nued. The dragging down of traditional ideals and belittling 
of national features san lead only to reaction and would lead. 
te opposite results than. those aimed at. ns 


Many respendents, strongly dependent on area and district, 
express the view that the behaviour of the occupation troop 
is a decisive factorvin educating people for democracy, 
Persenal behavious, impartiality in official dealing, and 
severity against offenders, is demanded. G.I. attacks on 
Civilians, lack of public discipline, ere "helping the Nazis", 
The eccupatisn itself "should be an example of democracy". 


Other demands voiced include; return of PGs, the prevention 


of Churches nixing in politics, more executive power for the 

land-governments, more and better papers and periodicals, and 
more encouragement for Trade Unions. A 55 year old woman, a 

Marburg University Professc#, answered the question with the 

sentence: "People should be forced to read 'Mein Kampf'", 


Several respondents express satisfaction Wirth, ‘She occupa 
tion, and its measures, claiming that it saved Gernany from 
inevitable civil war. ne 


IV. What do you think of MG's method of giving daily more and 
more power to the Germans themselves? ; 


he brevity and uniformity of the replies indicate that 
no alternative solution has been thought of by the respondents. 
With one single exception, all 162 replies are in the. affirm- 
mative, more of then expressing great satisfaction with the 
method. The ene dissenting voice comes from a 59 year old 
Catholic priest who maintains that it is-too early.to give 
power to German authoritiés, and the hurried transfer of power 
will lead MG to favor the more virile parties at the expense of 
those who hrvekhadins time as yet to organize themselves. 


There is an alnost unanimous deriand that MG should retain, 
at least, the power of final control and final decision. 
A surprising nunber of respondents express freely their scept~ 
icism regarding German political ripeness and don't conceal 
their view that they regard occupation. ag useful and evens 
necessary. The view that "Germans are not yet ripe" is often 
used even by ex-Nazi Party members. - | ; 


Even aunong those who wholeheartedly .approve the method of 
gradual handing over of power, tue chief anxiety seems to 
center around the method of selection of new personnel. Most 
respendents feel that if American forces are Wwitherawn too soon 
inefficient officials will capture responsible positions. As 
one vegpondent put it, "opportunist;, carreerist Little nen 
bated by American power will only undermine democracy 8 
pre'ige and will result in apathy". People will judge the 
rascme by the officials they come in contact with, and will 
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. In about 75 per oent of the replies the issue is con- 
nected with the question. of denazification. Most respondents, 
the majority ‘of them not ex-PG's, think that the denazification 
methods are unjust and alinz a great nulber of people who could 
be useful and constructive. On the other hand, at least, 10% 
of the respondents thought.that the gradual admission to power 
will prevent Germans from feeling that"things are done for 
them". The methed is frequently approved alse because "Germans, 
after all, know the conditions better than Americans". There 
are occasional warnings against the irresponsible use of the 
word."democracy" whith, if not baoked by the aotiong of the new 
Government officials, will only lead to general scepticism. 


A few respondents think that it is impossible. to speak of 
self-government or even “power in German hands" while the coun 
try is cut into four zones. , 


‘ ‘ 


Ve. Which political Party suits you best? Have. you always -'. 
liked such or similar parties? ba 


_ Of the 162 respondents, 67 expressed preference of the 
CSU or CDU; 47 for the SFPD; 9 for the KPD; 7 for the LDP; and 
2 for the Deutsche Arbeliterpartei, which exists in-the British 


Zone. The remaining 30 respondents were not certain about their 


choice. 


Most of the respondents who found the CSU or CDU best, 
used to vote before 1933 for the Zentrum, the Deutsche+ 
Nationale, or the Bayerische Volkspartei. At least hal? of 
the supporters of CDU or CSU maintain that it is the. "conti-. 
nuation" of the Zentrum or the het nL Volkspartei. 
Similarly, about halt expressed this preference because_of 
the religious character of the CSU and gDU? the..generalana 
impression is that respondents prefer tne oSv and cDU 1) "as a 
party based on religious principles; 2) a party defending 
individual property and uncontrolled economy; 3) a party of 
the "middle-way". i 


The overwhelming majority of the 47 who expressed prefer~ 
ence for the SPD described themselves as adherents of that party 


before 1933. Wearly all of them regard it as the most moderate 


and most progressive Party which "serves the interest of the 
greatest number of citizens". Several of the SPD sympathisers 
express their hope for a united workers’ Party in Germany . 
although they emphasize their dislike of forcible methods in 
bringing it about, Most of the ex-Nazi~Party members preferred 
the CDU or.GSU. Only two are among the 47 who expressed their 


symphathy for the SPD. 


A consistent ideology is expressed by the nine. respondents ° 
who expressed, preference for the KPD. With one exception they 
mentioned the KPD as the most active and the most wnselfish in 
pursuing national and goneral interests of the people. Only 
one mentioned the KPD's stand on a united Germany ao the chief 
reason for his choice. 


The Liberal Democrats claim that this Party is the nearest 
to the Western democratic parties and, therefore, the most likely 
to help to establish equal relations with thens-“It appears ~ 
in the main, that the elderly, conservative type of higher 
officials in the higher income groups, support the Liberal 
Democrats. 4 


Continuity in the pre~-1933 and present political allegiance 
jis noticeable mainl¥ among the Social Democrats and, to a lesser 
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extent, ameng the Oommunists. This, of courge,. is due to the ‘ 
disappearance of the prey~1933 right-wing Parties. C€n the ground 

of the opinions expressed, at least, 60% ef those who named the . 
CDU and CSU as their favoriteParty, canbe regarded as the . 


former members of the Zenturm, the Bavarian Peoples Party, or. 
the Deutsche-Nationale. ; 


Sala! Py 


VI. Why do you like this Party uere ‘than others? 
Supporters of the CSV and CDU.justify their attitudé most ° 

often with the religious and Christian disposition of these 

two Parties. It ig noteworthy that most of the arguments,in : 
support of allegiance to Ol) or GDU are negntive and are based 
on supposed avoidanucey ail far lege on positive features in 
their programs. They are sald %o be “not dictatorial", "do 

not believe in olegu-war", they are "not extreme and believe in 
middle~way", they are "not materlellstio",---or, beaausge the 
respondent Has "no oantldence in the left-wing parties". One 
person. maintains tna his j2etvrence is due to the fact that 
the first elections liave shown thet the CSU md ODU were the 
strongest Parties. Severa. xegpendents believe that support 
fer these parties is iikely to gather most foreign sympathy 

for Germany. One ¢.i-Nazi-ferty member says that his preference 
is due to the fact that the "COU cares for the troubles of the 
little-Nazis". Several elderly men with academic education 
believe that the CDU and GSU “will conserve cultural and moral 
values". Not a sing3.e respondent supporting the GSU or CDU, 
specified any definite and positive social or ecynomic feature 
-in the program of these Parties as his reason for support. 


‘ 


Among supportevs of the SPD the view is general that the 
SPD is "the only danoesetio Party today". An ‘equally high 
number liked the Vusty because it does not interfare with 
religion, keeps religion separate from politics and regard® 
it ag a private matter. Mary sunporters of the SPD believe 
that its lecdeis are “the best experts in matters of economic 
reconstruction", that it ig "a Party able to compromise", that 
“socialization of the main industries would minimize the 
danger of future wars", and that the "SPD wants to transform 
the social system to serve the interest of all classes". ‘ 
Several resvonients think thet "it is the least compromisa of 
all parties" and that "it does not harbor Nazis". Most of the 
revent eenverts to SPD believe tite KPD to be “undemccratia" 
and the 20U "a refuge of reactionary elements". Several : 
respondents expressed their hope for a united worker's party 
though they were not all sure whether the time was ripe for it. 


A 54 year old Chamber of Commerce official who hesitated 
to support the CSU, says: ",...-beeause It unites the quiet 
reconstruction-minded, patient elements......als% the s7rDd 
hae an attractive program, especially since they have given 
uo their deman2 for the separation of Church and State... 
whither’ the $2D or the CDU will gevern us, Will not make much 
diiference.....only if the SD and the KFD would wnite would 
fie-e be a danger of renewed cless-war,...." A 47 ysar old 
Evangelic charch-goer says: ".,..i% corresponds bast to ny 
Oheistian and German senge of vesponsibility.....,Thoughn reli- 
gion end politics should not be nixed, stili, a Chvistian must 
remain a Chridstion even in politica...o." A 59 year old Catho- 
Lie priest writes: Hf y Sarl Lue bales of religion and Christian 
teachings can a stable, democratic coclety be ML LS eee he 5 
Chit «nites in its ranks people "who will always act under 
deenly religious motives....only. such people are qualified to 
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A Stuttgart editor, an SPD supporter, summarizes his 
attitude thus: ".... because, 1) in my view, it aims at inter- 
national understanding and peaceful co-operation between © 
nations, 2) seems to be most tolerant in spiritual mavters, © 
and 3), because it has the sincere desire to make Gcrmany a 
clean and social country worthy of living in it. .." A high- 
school teacher, 65, one time persecuted by the Nazis, says: 
",.. the SPD is today the only really democratic Party.. and 
it has more experience, through Trade Union activities, than 
any other political Party... though I am religious, I disap- 
prove of th Qurnh's participation in the CDU... in economic 
matters, also, I have the greatest confidence in the SPD.." 

A Catholic worker, 59, states: "I have choscon the SPD because 
it represents my cconomic and social group and gives me free 
hand in my rolizgious and private matters. In contrast to the 
CDU, the SPD distinguishes itself by a really democratic 
attitude... its past testifies that the SPD is qualified in 
economic, as well as in political masters, to face the pro- 
blems of reconstruction". | Pt 


A KPD supporter gives tne following view: ".. the United 
German Socialist Party, as the successor of the SPD and KPD, is 
the party of the German future. Present developments can, not 
be imagined without it...if it does not come, the bridge to 
Germanys future will be migsing .... Germany, just like Ingland, 
must develop 2 unitcd workers' Party..." Other KPD supporters 
regard the ideological basis of the KPD ag the most just and 
even as the "most Christian", They belicve it to bo the most 
active supporter of a clean and benefical social system for all. 


Vp Do you think that the Gorman pcople as a whole, aro 
responsiblo in ey way for tho Nazis coming to powor and 

that they were able to ostablish a strong regime and 
strict controls over overything, in order to be able to 

- ‘conduct a war, ote. How far does. this fodling of ros- 
ponsibility go and what could the Germans heave done 
to prevent these developments? If no fecling of respon 
sibility, why not? ‘hy does he think then that the 
Allies speak of the collective guilt of Germans? ~ 


Most respondents answer these questions with lengthy 
speculations analysing the causes of the rise of Nazism. . 
lineysof them contentrate on the factors which, in their view, 
had to lead to dictarship and only about one in ten ventures to 
picture what. positive steps could have been taken to prevent 
it. The whole attitude gives the impression of an attempt at 
justification rather then honest analysis of missed opportuni- 
tics. The replies wore examined according to groups professing 
the same Party allegiance and lead to the conclusion that the 
main divisions, i.e. CDU, SPD and KPD followers, have in 
broad outlines each a different set of arguments and indivi- 
dual type of reasoning on:the subject. 


Those professing to support the CDU and CSU seem to use 

as their main argument that under the prevailing conditions in 
the early 1930's it was idcalism and misery which drove the 

exmen people into supporting the NSDAP. The intelerable chaos 

of party politics, the threatening left-domination and, above 
all, the widespread unemployment are nemed as the main factors 
leading to Nazism. Collective guilt for what happened is . 
flatly refused without exception. A sprinkling of respondents 
admit a certain degree of responsibility for not having been SS 
move active against the Nazis, or for having been to eredulous 
resarding their promises. Frequent is the argument that Hitler 
kept his promises up to 1937-8, made an end to uncnployment, 
created prosperity and obliterated the chaotic party+political : 
situation. Very rarely is reference made to the methods byowhich 
this was achieved or to what logical results these re ve 
to lead. More than half the respondents argue that if the erman 
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eople are responsible, so are the Allies, who were in a 
etter position to know what was going on in Germany and’ still 

kept up cordial diplomatic relations with the Hitler regime, 

Some even describe this as encouragement for those who 
vaccilated in their belief of the Nazis. This "foreign support" 

is often mentioned as completely invalidating any argument of 
German guilt or responsibility. Bishop Wurm is quoted saying 

that "Hitler got, bevter support from abroad than Stresemann who 
represented German cemoorsecy", On the other hand, Jackson's 
statement is often auoted to prove ‘that there wags inner 
resistance to the regime. Almost unanimously it is maintained 
that no one knew the extent of tierror and the methods applied in 
the Kis. Most respondents picture a. chaotic Germany in the 

1930s, a strong desire.for a sizong man, a credulous Germany 
handing over powere to Hitiler, a gatisfactory regime for about 

5 years when," taking his mask off'', Hitler proved to the Ger- 
mans that they were miglcad. Taking an over all picture, the 
.economic argument, the emphasis on the oppressive unemployment 

and social disintegration, is.the chief explanation of the Nazis'_. 
coming into power. Typical. of the complete lack of fundamental ; 
analysis is a 64 vear old Bavarian bankdirector's remark that 
"Hindenburg was an honest military man" and only his bad ad~ 
visers made him brig this disaster upon Germany. Several res- 
pondents maintein that only thos are guilty who directly 
participated in atrocities, Significantly, not a single res- °° ~*"** 
pondents mentioned the "saving Germany from Communism" argument. 
Most of them referred only to the “chaotic political conditions", © 
The issue of collective guilt is descrived as simply " the will 
cf the victor to Jmpose his conditions" or, in a few cases, ° 
‘as a diversionary measure on the part of the Allies to cover 
up their own responsibility. 


A 55 year old, Catholic man of academic profession says: 
" We have lost this war and we can only regret all the de~ = 
vastation and all the murdered people, but never and in no it 
moment has it been in our power to prevent this war. And when 
‘I say our, I mean the German people." e® 
_ A 20 year old,woman teacher, an ex-party member, who 
doesn't find one among the existing Parties worthy of her 
support, writes: "The German people are responsible in that 
Hitler came to nowar, After all,’ Shey have elected him. In the 
beginning Hitler kept all liis prowises, Then, he broke his 
promi.ges but most peoples noticed this only too late. No one. 
could imagine what consequences iilvler's policy would have. 
The German people did not know that Hitler had planned war 9 s-s 
and, therefore, they were not in a position to prevent it. 
Tor the same reason the German people can not be held guilty 
for all the crimes committed by Hitler. When, in spite of this, 
the Allies so obstinntely cling to the collective guilt theory, 
it only prov3s how little understanding they arg. prevared 
to show, cr are able tu have, towards ust The same motive . 
that “the Allies don't. lmow cur circimstences and they cannot ‘--“ 
uncersinnd the events of the last 12 yeeva in vaumeny" is 
freguensily used to iilustrate an entirely naive ana fatalistico |. 
attitude. A farmer of 58, ex-P4 and a WU aupporter saya: . < 
"Bverytning was a part of worli events diveoted by God's hands. 
and no wen could onange ‘this, Tue Aasricans end the English 
could have pravented this world catustrophe if only they had 
influenced ‘the Polish nation, fhe quastiion of tha Corridor 
could heave been actesled without war. She wantern Powera alao 
have a little guile in thie outuatrophe. Gnimany, was economically 
in the way of tha others. Even if o scheideman or an Dbert had 
lead us everything would have: happened the same way as it did 
turn out." vy! per itgs i! ’ WEN ee a te \ pitt 
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Among the group of SPD supporters.a very large per- 
‘centage is inclined to admit the responsibility of Germans 
but no collective guilt. German responsibility is described 
as missed opportunities, lack of resolute action and credulity. 
The argument of other countries' responsibility is also very 
frequent. Many argue that the cordial diplomatic suppert re- 
ceived by the Nazis, convinced who wavered. Lack of interference 
with Hitler's aggressive plans, especially at the time of the 
occupationd® the demilitarized zone in 1938, is deplored. The - 
general approach, in the case of SPD supporters, is more ....+: 
analytical, A large. proportion blames the economic influences, 
"capitalists", "big industrialists","monopoly capital" for itg= 
alliance with the NSDAP. Frequent is the criticism that the 
working classes did not use their basic weapon: to strike 
against Hitler. The lack of unity among the workers! parties r 
in 1933 is also mentioned as. a general responsibility of ‘the 
German workers. Overwhelming is the argument that the economio - 
and sooiol misory and, above all, mass-unomployment holpdd 
Hitler into power. A by yoar old ex=PG, dosoribing himself? aag.. 
"Mitluufer" and, at present, SPD“supporter, says that " withe: 
out his wonderful reoipe for unemployment and party politioal...; 
chaos, Hitler's nordic theories, his anti-somitism and other . 
theories would not have brought him more than 100,000 votes.." 
Many respondents epoleg: detail about economie discrimination 
against Yermany ariff policies, and world=political social -—: 
and economic motives which, in their view, were openly dis~ 
criminatory against the ‘Jeimar Republio. At least half the ....' 
respondents mention with pride that the SPD was the only party 
which voted in 1933 against the "Imergency Powors Bill " which 
finally gave free hand to Hitler. One respondent uses the 
argument that Nuremberg should prove to the whole world that the 

‘German people had no chance of opposition against the terror 
- established by the Nazis. | 


A worker, AT; states that "the German people as such are 
not guilty but do have a eertain responsibility. The reasons 
for the 45% Nazi-vote, before 1933, are of a practical, 


economic nature. It was given not by class-conscious, politically 


schooled workers but by politically unripe, nationalistically 
infected and materially needy little buergers." A 27 year old, 
Catholic churchgoer, SPD supporter, bluntly states:..."To return 
to the much discussed collective ‘guilt. of the nation, I would = 
only like to say that I, myself, personnally feel before God 

and my own conscience just as decent as any good American. If 
all my guilt is only that I am a German, than I will bear 

it", In contrast to the CDU supporter who thought Hindenburg 
"an honest military man", a 61 old, SPD supporter says:" ..‘the 
main guilt in that the Nazis came to power at all, rests with 


Hindenburg. Had he not put the entire power in the hands of ‘thet 


ana man, everything would have been-different..".Finally, a 

21 year old girl, a Catholic churchgoer, neatly summs up what 

s0 many other respondents say in different words: " To under~ _ 
stand how Hitler, without any great difficulties or resistance; 
came into power, one has to consider the lethargic and even des= 
perate mood in which the German people’ found themselves bet- 
ween 1918 and 1933. This reached its peak in 1932. Driven from 
election to election, again and again hoping for a way out and 
again and again disappointed, they were ready to clasp the first 


hand that promised a way out of this misery.... That there waatne—- 


serious resistance even later is due to the fact that the people 
did find the promised bread and work. Thus the promises were 
not just empty words... Péople were willing to accept strict 
measures, they were used to it already since 1914 ... even the 
Democracies know the law which punishe@ all those who want to 
undermine the existing form of state...." 
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Among respondents who are followers of the Communist 
the conditional recognition of colleotive guilt ia nee crete 
quent. There is only one of the 124 respondents <a.Communist-... 
who squarely. admits the Germans’ collective guilt, though Bec 
with the reservation that the western Powers must share in it. 
The emphasis on the lack of working class unity is also more 
pronounced ‘among the Communists. Otherwise, all the other res-., 
pondents use the same arguments as the CDU and SPD followers, 
with more or less emphasis on the individual items. It is 
noteworthy that a oertain number of respondents, irrespective -- 
of Party allegiance, express their doubts regarding the 
authenticity of the last two elections in Germany before Hit= 
ler's rise to power. 


VIII. Up to what point should the individual obey his Govern-~ 
ment? Are there cases when it is the duty of the indi- 

‘vidual to disobey the orders and directives of his 

Government? Be : 

- The overwhelning majority of the replies show a marked 
lack of thinking on this subject. pany iio BeP aye is 
completely absent with one or two exceptions. Instead of 
stating their views on the questicn, most respondents give 
apologetic descriptions on the extent of terror which made 
resistance to the Nazi regime impossible. 


About 90% of CSU and CDU supporters, and about 70% 
of all-respondents, give short and general answers maintaining 
that everyone has to obey as long as it does not lead to con- 
flict with his "conscience" or with "Christian morals." Very 
few go further, to specify what these mean and at what point. or: 
in’ what form should it lead to active resistance 


CSU and CDU supporters see the individual's attitude 
towards his Government regulated by religious principles. 
Some maintain that as long as the Government follows the inte-. 
rest of the public, it deserves support. Many think that if 
the Government does not compel them to undertake actions for ..+ 
which they can not be responsible before their fellow human 
beings, it is worthy of support. ; 


SPD.followers have a somewhat more definite approach. 
They speak of strike, open protest, efficient Parliamentary _.. 
system and persistence in facing the consequences of pro=- 
tests. SPD supporters also think that "collision with one's 
conscience" is’ the limit of obedience towards the Govern~ 
ment. Many. of them say that a wéll-drafted democratic con- 
stitution should be sufficient safeguard against dictatorial 
attempts. On the more. practical side, private economic 
interests by Ministers, are described as the limit where civil 
disobedience should start. it aes 


KPD supporters state almost unanimously that if a 
Government compels its:citizen to act against their con- 
science, the only way to resist is to use Similar methods. 
Ags a young man of 32 says: “Force has to be met by force and 
terror by terror." According to him, there is no other safe~ 
guard. A 47 year old painter, who "hesitates between the 
CSU and the KPD" answered the question with the one word: 
BMurd 62's" en tere eee i 
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"IX. Te there, in your view, poropeleseata ay that the Nazis: ar 


ational Seolalists but 


—— 


seme siuilar ao not as 
something similar) could emerge and would attempt to 


seize power? Details, why doea he thi ue f 
lity okiatay ey, y hink hat Re. poeainde 


Answers are sharply divided between twe roughly equal 


groups believing and disbelieving such a possibility, As the 


quegtion did not specify whether the coup would be under or 
after occupation, it is worth mentioning that nearly all res+ 
pondenta expressed their belief that such a pecciuaiaty was 
out of question while the occupation lasted, Though attitudes 
to the question were by no means decided by party-political-- 
cli eae aha are certain trends noticeable according to 
party oh itical allegiance, It is evident that CRU and OSU 
supporsers ehow less anxiety about the possibility of the 
resurgence of Nazism, Their fears are mainly centred around 
a nossible dictatorship "from the Left", They often regard »~-~ 
denazification'as very thorough and.practically atcom- .. 
plished, SPD supporters,on the other hand, very often count on 
the possibility of re-emergence of the Nazis or some similar _. 
group. They_often mention separatist tendencies, the Bavarian 
Monarehiat Party, and in some cases, even the CDU, as a 
opaiple pamouflage, or even beginning of a Nazi comeeback, 

D guppertere also see the danger in eamouflaged reactionary 
organizations or parties which may bacome q reservoire for 
ex-Nagias Goma of them regard a powerful rightwing block, 
including all "reactionaries" as inevitable, as a “bulwark 
against prising Socialism," 

‘here opinion is expressed abaut the factors which might. 
favor a Nagi resurgence, the following reasons are jentioned, 
in order of frequency: a) matertal difficulties and misery, 

0) unjuat and narsh occupational policy, ¢) nationalist ree 
gotion, together with division of Reieh, d) aduission er 3 
reactionary parties, Bavarian Monarehiats mest often mentioned, 
e) problem of homeless refugees and unemployed. ex-Pila, Where 
opiniong are expressed about the fgetora which make a Nagi . 
resurgence impossible, the following reasons are mentioned, 

in order of frequency: a) presenge of ecoupation troops 

») legt 12 years and war taught a lesson to everyone, ¢) strong 
left parties, in connection with which several respondents' --- 
mention the desirability of a united workers' party, 2 stricter 
‘international interdependence and surveillance in whe frame of- 
the new international organization, : bidet 


ee 
The overwhelming majority of respondents, including those ' 


whe regard a Nasi revival impossible do expeey aeattercd 
resistanee movements and underground erganiaetions, Mest ef them 
expect them to be organized by lingering 89 mon and Héafuchreva. 
Several respondents including those whe resamla revival of the. 
liasia impossible, express anxiety that q atrong eentral German — 
ovyernment should exiat at the time the oscupation troopa leave 

sormany "to prevent a reactionary coup”. 


The following three opinions illustrate the range of 
views represented by the CRU; - : 

A 64 year old, bank director in Bavaria, a Catholie = ._ 
churchgoer, rites: " This possibility doesn't exist any more 
as the people don't want to hear of them. very such attempt ., 


in Bayaria would be impossible, The Baverian wants his privarye » 


r3edom, hig veer and his good piece of bread, The Nazis 
oes Pharcnod <' A businessman, 56, 2180 Catholic churchgoer, 
saves "7% depends on whether the moderate varties will succeed 
in enlisting the masses of the peep te in their vankg, If they 
gucoeed , a renewod attempt by the pata or sinilar GPONpE. 
would be impossible, If the shortages and mipery can no} pe 
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eased, no one will be able to stop a new radicalism." A 60. 
year old savings-bank director, local functionary.of the CDU,. 
Bays: "It is possible;as the SS man who are no€:yet under 


control, work undex¢over. It would-be necessary to exterminate: 
Nazism with fire ‘dnd steel." . ee eee 
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A 34 year old employee and SPD supporter, thinks that 
there is a danger of Nazi return because "up to now the key 
positions in the civil service were not 100% denazified, and 
because of the rising hunger and misery, and partly as the 
result of the division of the Reich." A 59 year old, Catholic . 
deputy buergermeister, SPD supporter, believes that momentarily 
there 1a no such danger. It could arise if " for instance, the 
bo=-called Monarchist Party would gain ground. I am, however, 
convinced that this can not happen if the SPD wins more support 
among the.people, a result we can expect. A further danger may 
arise through the fact that in the CDU congregate the former : 
members of the Right Parties and the Nazis. They may attempt.._. 
again, at the given moment, to seize power." A Catholic } 
employee, who describes himself as NSDAP "Mitliufer" from 1937, 
at present a supporter of the SPD, gives a very systematic 
answer to the question. "The possibility exists. In my view, ~ 
the motivating forces of such a movement would be 1) Deutsch=-= 
Nationale, Military-Junkers, and Capitalist circles of the 
older Yilhelmian type. 2) National Socialists, especially — 
regulars like professional soldiers and HJ-Fiihrers The two ; 
groups who would sympathize with the movement led by the for- 
mer two, would be: 15 the wide bourgeais oircles who still 
doen't realize that the collapse of 1945 eliminated Gormany, 
for af Unlimited period, as a power factor, -and still dream 
of imperialismi 2) Many extremo-nationalistio bour@olLs circles; 
who narrow=-mindedly expodt that a Deutsch-Nationole turn over 
would ensure a barrier against Communism. -Precondition to ~~ | 
a putch. is that no occupation troops should be in the country. | 

After all,.not even the Nasis-are-so stupid that they should 
attempt a putch. against the "panzers" of: the occupation 
troops." 
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A 42 year old Bavarian landowner who left the Church in 
1931 and describes himseif as a supporter of the KPD, writes: 
" Yes. I don'+ think a coup lcd by National Socialists would 
be possible, but in some other form --, There is a possibility... 
in the form of Monarchy; through groups whose program it is 
to turn back histuric progress, or perhaps under the cloak of the 
Church, which -o2 course- would have nothing to do with re- 
ligion. An attempt can always be made to bind-men's religious™ 
cravings to the chariot of reaction. Especially here in Ba~ 
varia this danger is latent," 


aed 
Tate 


Xe In case the National Socialists or some other group 
would attempt to seize political power, would there be 
a possibility to prevent it? How would it be prevented, 
provided that such an attempt, to take over power, 
woud be made after the evacuation of the occupation 
forces? 


Most respondents think that such a possibility can be 
ruled out. CDU supporters seem to be more convinced of this 
than SPD or “2D followers. It is significant that practically 
all respondencs speak of the occupation in a tone implying 
that it benefits Germany insofar as it prevents civil war. | 
Equally significant is an apparently widespread practice of 
speaking of d2mocracy as sonetaing that can be accomplished 
by a certain date. References Like.\.after two-years, when de= 
movracy Will be established in Germany" or"by the time tho 7 
occu Bren endea democracy will be established in Gurmany", and 
the like, indicate a completo migsoomprehension of the organic 
nature of a demooratic society. 
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The majority of the respondents think that if sueh an’ » 
attempt would be made it would mean civil war. About the det 
propertien think that after the experiences of the Last two... 
decades the democratio parties would prevent any development . 
which might lead to such a coup. At least half the respondents 
believe that the Allies would immediately intervene, and an 
pomeceehle minority think that it would be the duty of an 
international organization ( many name the UNO) to act in sien 
a oase, About 5% express the wish that U.S. forces should not 
leave the country before "democracy is safely established". Only 
obaout 1% believe that, should any group decide to attempt such 
a putehi, nothing could be dono to prevent or stop it. Generally 
‘speaking, there seems to be some contradiction in the attitude 
of the majority by belittling the possibility of an armed putech 
attempt of the Nazis ( or a similar group) and at the same 
time supposing that such an attempt would lead to civil war, ._ 
implying two, more or less, equally strong groups as opponents. 


The minority which offers remedies against a possible 
attempt, name: 1) general strike, 2) strong police action to 
‘erush the first attempts, 3) inviting foreign help, 4) nationali-~ 
zation of major industries, and 5) well armed, demecratic po=< 
lice. Universal is the .belicf that no such attempt will be ae 
made oe in any case, it could not succeed, while the occupa= 
tion of Germany lasts, 


A 60 year old evangelic churchgoer of academic education. 

‘and with an unusually high income,a CSU supporter, says: "The 
more the occupation authorities support the people ready to = 
participate in reconstruction, and the more democratic strivings 
reeeive suvport in Germany and the more little people are ..- --= 
shown generosity, - the more will the positive forces be |, 
strengthened and the destructive ones weakened and finally 
driven from the scene...," A farmer of 52 who gave very short 
and definite answers to all questions, answered ths present 
one relating to action against resurgent Nazis, with the 
following five words: "To murder the whole band." 
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A 49 year old, ex-PW, SPD supporter and writer, says: 
"The best way to prevent a revival of Nazism is.. ina 
thoroughly democratic educational system. As long as a foreign. 
occupation army is on German soil, there is no chance of a 
Nazi return, provided that all the crazy rumors which circulate 
in Bavaria, and speak of a friendly treatment of the SS, even 
of regular military training of the 5S in the Lechfeld (near 
Augsburg) Lager, will prove to be untrue. These rumors should 
be countered by facts, perhaps through the radio.... People are 
receptive to such stuff, after the last 12 years... It means 
the complete undermining of deinocracy when it is printed in the 
German papers that former political leaders of the NSDAP re- 
ceive better care in their camps than the politically clean 
German workers... ‘hat the political panorama in Germany will 
be like at the time of the evacuation of the Allied Forces I 
would not dare to predict, in view of the uncertainty of that 
date. As I said, everything depends on whether the aim is to 
further the pacification of mankind or to sow new hatreds 
and new bitterness." A Bayreuth Landrat, 50, says: "The Nazis 
will make the ottempt-as soon as tho occupation forces Leave... 
1) It is possible to prevont it only through nanning all 
position in public life by real democrats who can be tough 
against the enemios of democracy. 2) This, again, is possible 
only if only democratic Partics can be active. 33 The Police 
must be composed of absolutcly democratic’ clements. 4) All 
Attompts to change the democratic form of state, must be 9 wi 


treated as a crime." 
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A 48 year old, higher employee, supporter of + 
thinks that the prevention of : Rene enines roel sa) 
through a close co-operation of all workers and all recon- 
struction-minded forces in the German people, Trade Unions, 
SPD, KPD, in a united front against any kind of reaction." 


XI. What are the main duties of the State towards its 
citizens? ‘hat will be the main duties of the German. 
Government towards tho German people, after the 
evacuation of the ae ees troops? What do you expect, 
personally, from your Government? AB 


About 75% of respondents think that the satisfaction of 
essentially material needs is the first duty of the State 
towards its citizons. Only about 25% think individual freeo- 
dom the most important requirement. Individual freedom, free- 
dom of conscience, freedom of expression, "no secret police 
whatsoever" and religious freedom are tho requirements most 
oftcn mentioned together with full employment, "bread" and 
care for the war casualties, the old and the children. After __ 
these two main groups, normal daily requirements follow, typi-~ 
cal of the momentary needs of the respondent's living i24 
conditions or geographical location. Rebuilding of cities, 
renewed export trade, inter-zonal trade, provision of raw 
materials, more homes and better health services fall in this 
category. A large proportion of respondents name cstablishment 
of friendly international relations as the chief demand of the 
people on thoir Government. It usually goes without other, °“-= 
detailed requirements, indicating that the respondent regards 

. friendly relations with foreign States as a guarantee of, and 
frame to, a prosperous existence of Germany. 


Some of the respondents answered the question quite un- ~ 

realistically. One, for instance, speaks about "a standard 

of living higher than before the war". Many other replies 
indicate that most people don't differentiate between a higher 
standard of living and a more equal distribution of national 
wealth. A surprising numbor of respondents use the following 
expression, or its approximate paraphrase: "a standard of “= 
living, corresponding to the character of the nation" ( a 
lingering heritage of tho Herrenvolk theory. ) : cee 


There scems to be a widespread reaction to Government . 
intervention in social and economic life.It is expressed in the 
very frequent reply that "the Government should lect the people 
live undisturbed". There is an equally widespread und un- 
realistic expectation of all-over social services from cradle 

' to grave, without any consideration of the State's ability to, 
provide it. Yar casualties expect care from the State, and 
the majority expects the State to provide better health ser- 
vices and care for the old and the young. 


A middle aged business oxecutive, CDU supporter, ex= 
pressed his wishes in the following three points: 1) Bread 
and satisfactory standard of living. 2) To be able to work 
undisturbed end in peace. 3) To find admission to the world 
_ family of nations." A 57 year old, ex-PG of academic profession, 
“now CSU supporter, enumerates his requirements, as follows: 
"1) Personel liberty, 2) No arbitrary justice, 3) Securing the 
right of every citizen to work, 4) Education of youth through 
schools 2nd not Parties, 5) Protection of private property, 
6) No secret police, 7) Responsibility of loading officials and 
Ministers to the people, 8) Possibility to punish members Of 423 
the Government for actions against the public." 
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A at year old skilled worker, aoe es of the SPD, gays:. | 
" The main duty is to secure peace and good relations with =.:= 
the neighbouring countries, Rieas days and in the future, no ... 
country can be out of stop. Te ell have. to form one community." 


A teacher, 35, adherent of the KPD, writes: "The Govern- 
~mcnt must give the possibility of the individual to express 
fully his personality. It must secure a satisfactory standard. 
of the individual and enlighten him ebout the political =a 
actions of tho State. The State must undertake this work of 
enlightenment to enable the poople to understand the political » 
and administrativo problems oF the day. This must bo done, --= 
howover, without o ropaganda Ministerium but with eimplo and 
sober oducation. I, porsonally, oxpcoet the realisation of a 
workors' domocracy. this is the only bet eats for me to 
soe the tontinuity of our nation's life.' 
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